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ENGLISH (Primary Level and Upper Primary Level)

The present day education calls for a lot of rethinking as to what is needed for a changing
India. The education should be far from stuffing students with theoretical knowledge but creative
and critical, seeking information, and problem solving and enjoyable. Education is not merely
scholastic but co-scholastic with stress on life skills, values, environment, health and hygiene. The
goal of education is to prepare a child for life, by providing space, time and freedom. The
knowledge gained / learnt should be practical and applicable to real life situations.

The visible impact of English is that it is today being demanded by everyone at the very
initial stage of schooling. The importance of teaching English is to fulfill the ever growing
demands of English. In which students can put their learning into practice in day-to-day use to
fulfill their practical demands through effective communication skills apart from gaining command
over English language.

In a STC, a single teacher handles more than one class and teaches all the subjects
throughout the whole day. To make teaching and learning effective and easy the teacher may
group the pupils either on the basis of classes, age, or on the basis of ability. Sometimes the
teacher can create mixed groups also. But before grouping them for various activities, a teacher
should know the level/ ability of the students at the STC. For that a teacher may assess their
students by an entrance tests which may be conducted at the beginning of the schooling in the
STC, although these may also be given to pupils who have been absent from the school for lengthy
periods of time. On the other hand, pupils often enter the STC even during the school year. These
children come from families who have moved. In some region, these types of migration are quite
frequent often and thus, many pupils arrive at a STC during the year rather than at the beginning
of the school year. These students also require an entrance test of some type. The purpose of these
entrance tests is to determine exactly the educational situation of each pupil. It is as a result of
these tests that each pupil can enter or resume his or her studies at the appropriate grade level.
More importantly, test results will assist the teacher to identify the particular stage within each
grade that individual pupils have attained and therefore help the teacher to provide appropriate
individual instruction to the pupils.

The main function of the STC teacher is to teach students by imparting knowledge,
developing skills and inculcating desirable values and attitudes among pupils. The teacher should
not only be a provider of knowledge but should also be a facilitator of learning and enhance
learning both at the group level and on a one-to-one basis. But there are also some of the problems
in STC which the Teachers are facing like:

Handling of different classes simultaneously in a same room.

Preparation of Teaching Learning Materials for all subjects and for all classes.
To pay individual attention to the slow learners.

To provide sufficient reading practice and supervise the students.

To act according to the individual differences of the learners.

Supervising activities and assignments in the class.

More attention to the gifted learners.

Identify student's difficult portion and teach them.

To concentrate on the allotment of activities.

Proper assessment of all students.
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Definitely for all but specifically for out of school children, the motivation in the school
should be magnetic and so infectious that each child looks forward to attending it regularly.
Atmosphere at school should be such that children are happy, healthy and confident.

All children are special and should be allowed freedom to blossom at their own pace.

Some suggestions:

Start the day /class by setting the students at ease, encourage each child to talk -either roll number-
wise or by choice each child

(1) Will describe / tell the class —what happened after they reached home from school the
previous day.

(ii) Ask either the teacher or the class any one question concerning just about anything---
academic or personal.

(iii)  Encourage and ensure that each child participates in expressing his/her view point.

The basic motto - “Happy Child—happiness to prevail all over --- have prominent pictures
spreading happiness.

Students should be happily able to co-relate past earlier / present experiences with real life
situations—both in and out of the class.

The day at school should be marked with enjoyable hands-on experience. Students to be treated as
equal participants in the process of learning (bi-polar process) in pairs and groups. Students
explore environmental aspects around them, acquire life skills, develop values and learn to be
clean and healthy.

Before the school gets over, preferably the last period /slot of time should be devoted to
“Recapitulation”-taking stock of the day-how it has been.

Students to reflect (in pairs/groups/individually) what they liked best- and worst, and one question
that they have .The class assessment technique can pave the way for the next day.

The teacher is a facilitator, guide and a co-learner

The teacher must follow Activity Based Approach. Now let's discuss
“Why use an Activity or Task based approach?”

The principles behind the activity based approach is that children are “doers” and learn
language primarily because they need it and remember new language better because they have
encountered and used it in a realistic situation. Activity based learning recognizes that young
children are physical, tactile and use all their senses. It aims to teach language and address a
child's linguistic intelligence while at the same time, developing a child's other intelligences
[Gardner, 1988]
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What is an Activity or task based curriculum ?”

Again an Activity based approach recognizes these objectives above by realizing that
children are active, enquiring and learn primarily by testing out their hypotheses about the world.
By learning English through investigations, creativity or problem solving, it is hoped that children
are more likely to see the purpose for their learning.

The key characteristics of an activity based learning curriculum are:

It is:

Child centred and learning centred

Task based learning

Gives enjoyment & an element of fun

Combines the use of games, songs and rhymes

Uses authentic / realistic tasks & situations

Can be linked to a particular topic or vocabulary or feature language forms and

structures

Focuses on meaning & form

Acquires knowledge & skills

° Uses of all four skills - once the child has mastered reading & writing in their
Mother tongue

° Reflects the world around them

An activity or task based curriculum involves the use of the four skills combining the use
of games, songs and rhymes which may be linked to a theme or a topic. Activity based English
teaching may highlight a particular topic, vocabulary or feature language forms and structures but
it is primarily driven by the intrinsic interest of the activity for the child. It is this activity which is
the focus of each lesson.

Activity or task based learning focuses on the three “C”s of CURIOSITY,
CREATIVITY, and COLLABORATION.

Curiosity:

Children whose interest is engaged by a task are capable of longer periods of attention than
is usually recognized. Children who want to find out how something can be made to work or who
are trying to make something of their own are driven, often, by a sense of curiosity. According to
the great psychologists of our century, Piaget, Vygotsky and Bruner, children are instinctively
programmed to learn. They are in a continual cycle of discovery, forming hypotheses, testing
those hypotheses and discovering concepts and skills. They are driven by their insatiable curiosity.
Ask any teacher or parent which question word children ask most frequently and they will report
that it is the question “WHY?”

Creativity:

Children like to make things and take things they have made home to show and share.
Their creativity is more wide-ranging than a traditional reading/writing lesson allows for. Many
teachers are cautious about using glue, scissors, sticky paper, cello tape, card, string and fabric in
the classroom. Of course, these materials do demand a greater degree of resourcefulness,
classroom organization, but the pride with which children view their achievements may be worth
it. Children can take something home from their English lesson that is their own. Being able to
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share it with others means that the child is recycling the vocabulary and the language used to
describe the process of making the object in class.

Collaboration:

Activity-based learning can cater to the individual and the group. Because many potential
activities are practical "doing" tasks, they enable the non academic child to gain self-esteem. Tasks
can more easily differentiated / adapted to suit different levels of ability. Therefore the individual
with special learning needs can be supported or "scaffolded"”

Implementing Active Based Learning (ABL), Play way method and Learning by doing
method in the classroom may attract the students' interest in the teaching and learning process.
Multigrade teaching climate becomes easy when the methods of Activity Based Learning, group
learning, self-learning and peer group learning are implemented properly. When a teacher handles
one grade in the class, he should give group activities or individual activities to the other class
students. These activities are monitored with the help of higher grade students or with the gifted
learners. They help the students in the learning process. The teaching learning materials for group
learning and self-learning are prepared by the teacher.

Handling gifted, average, slow learners & special children in a classroom with different
grades is another special feature of multigrade teaching. This method creates a chance to all the
students to mingle freely with other students in their learning process. It develops co-operative
learning, group learning, and helping attitude among the students. Students strengthen their
learning by explaining the learned concepts to the other students. They understand the concepts
very clearly. The much desired social habits like helping attitude, co-operation, and service
mentality are developed among the learners. Group discussion predominates in multigrade
environment. Students give up shyness and fear and helps each another to improve oneself. This
type of multigrade classroom helps to recapitulate the learnt materials and strengthen the learning.
It provides chances to all the learners to participate in group discussions.

The activities should be designed by the teacher for multi grade teaching which can be
effectively implemented with the assistance of gifted children in the class. Motivation and
discipline is to be followed. More tasks can be given according to the learners' abilities.

Seating arrangement of the students in the multigrade teaching classroom should be in a
circle / in small groups. So that direct attention or observation of the teacher is available in this
type of seating arrangements. The students get the opportunity to look at the teacher directly.

In Multigrade teaching, group learning plays an important role. Direct teaching does not
take place all the time. In these situations group learning may be implemented. Group learning is
useful for the students to continue their learning from their known knowledge. So, a group leader
is to be selected for every group.

° Group leaders may be selected subjectwise.

° Group leaders may be chosen on rotation basis.

° If the groups are divided in a class / standard, the leader also is selected from the
same class.

° If the students group consists of different grades, the leader is selected from the
highest grade.
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Learning occurrences between the Student & Teaching Learning Materials

Although various curriculum materials are usually available in the market, Multigrade
teachers still need to develop their own additional materials. These additional materials serve the
purpose of meeting actual and concrete needs of Multigrade Teaching within the local context.
Low-cost teaching learning materials should have the following characteristics/qualities:

1. The materials can be made by teachers, pupils or members of community.

2. The materials supplied can be put to effective use by the teachers and pupils in the
classroom and do not incur extra cost.

The processes in the production of the materials are simple and inexpensive.

The production of the materials is not time consuming.

The raw materials are freely and easily available from the local environment.

They should be relevant to the content.

The materials should be handled easily and effectively.

They should attract the attention of the students.

0.  They should enable the learners in self- learning.

S PN L AW

Learning is consolidated when students use learning materials in their learning process. This
enhances interests among the learners. The teacher should concentrate more in preparing these
types of learning materials for the learners.

Example:

The following learning materials are prepared for activities.
1. Traffic Signal lights - picture card

il. No Horn - picture card

iil. Danger - Flash card

iv. Multiple Advertisement cards

V. Public Welfare, Medicine particulars - cards.

vi. Hospital and Village- Maps.
vii.  Bus stand, Railway station: Time chart

Activity-1 (A Group Inspiration)

There was a beautiful white fur puppy with sparkling eyes and a bent tail lived in Garvit's
house. Its brisk movements attracted everyone's attention. Garvit always loves to play with the
puppy. Every day after school, he takes the puppy for a walk. One day, he wanted to cross a
bridge with the puppy. But while crossing the bridge, the puppy suddenly stopped. So, Garvit
looked at the road. A speeding vehicle was coming towards him. He managed to move out of the
vechile's way. Had the puppy not stopped him! This idea shocked him. As a mark of gratitude, he
caressed the little puppy. On his way home, he was reading the rules of the road signals and
different notices and advertisements.

Activity — 2 (Students' activities)

The students are made to write and draw the different road signals' advertisements and
warnings etc., and then the teacher verifies them.
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Activity - 3 (Teacher - student) Std - III English

The teacher explains the signal warning boards such as stop, go, narrow, path and Take
diversion, etc.,

Activity - 4 (Peer learning) Std- IV

A Student is asked to read some flash cards and the teacher makes the other students to say
the nature of information. (warning, advertisement etc).

Activity - § (Peer learning) Std -V English

One student reads on the items of postal department from the price list. The other student
tells the cost of the items. Similarly, the grocery items from the price list are read out and the
other students tell the cost of the items.

Activity - 6 (Peer learning) Std - III

The Traffic signal colours of red, yellow and green are discussed among the students with
the help of a chart.

Activity - 7 (Follow up activity)
Teacher gives activities to, 4th, 5th class students.

Write the Notices / Announcements from your locality.

A. Search for names of the means of transport from the box. You can only search
vertically or horizontally. Remember all Names are Nouns
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B. Complete names of the means of transport

a Tr_ _ or.
b C_ t
c Sp__esh
d Am__ an e
e T__p_
f. Sc. I B s
C. Try to write two lines about your favourite means of transport. (Any One) - Take
hints from this
Example
The Car

I have a Santro Car.
It is red in colour.

It has cost Rs. 4,50,000.

Activity—3 Feely Bag

This is again learner centred techniques that involve, visuals, senses (touch), interaction,
TPR, learning by doing, discovery, problem solving, group and pair work.

Take a pillow case with different objects inside it such as: pencil, spoon scoop, cloth peg,
CD, battery cell, potato, candle, brush etc. about 15-20 objects which are locally available. Now
make a mixed group having students of all the grades I-V.

Hold the pillow case with objects so that students can easily put one hand in and pick any
one object, and then the student will feel the object and guess the name. They must say what the
object is before removing their hand with the object out.

You may ask the class I student to tell the name of the object, class II student may tell the
shape of an object, Class III student may write down all the objects that She felt in the pillow case
along with the objects the group has taken out. Class IV & V students may answer/ speak the few
sentences about the given objects.

° What is it made up of ?
° What is it used for?
° Where can you find this? etc.
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For example the object is CD

It is circular in shape.

It is made up of plastic.

It is used to record music, movies and data.

We can find it in the local market at stationery shop, cyber café etc.

At upper primary level all the four language skills listening & speaking, reading and writing are to
be focused.

b)

LISTENING :

Options for Listening exercises:
Listen And Draw

Listen and fill in the blanks

Listen and circle the correct Picture
Listen and choose the correct option

Line up according to: Begin by splitting your classroom into teams, if there are 30 students
in your class then 3 teams of 10 should work well. Explain that they must line up in order
using only English to communicate with each other, teams caught cheating will be
disqualified from that round (giving them a little leniency of course).

When a team finishes, the person at the front of the line puts their hand up and you walk
down the line checking that they are indeed in the correct order. You can alternatively
assign each team with a captain who is in charge of organizing the team, making sure they
don't cheat and signalling to you when they have finished.

Give one point to the first successful team and start the next round using different criteria,
here's some I use:

Height

Shoe size

Birthday

Time they woke up this morning
Time they went to bed last night
Number of brothers and sisters

Teacher says: Have everyone stand up and begin the game, for example you might start by
saying "Teacher says, hands on head" while placing your hands on your head.

The students should follow your instructions, quickly putting their hands on their heads. If
they don't do it correctly or are just too slow then they are out of the game and should sit
down (you might want to be lenient on students making mistakes during the first round).
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a)

b)

C)

d)

Continue the game with those remaining, slowly increasing the speed in an effort to catch
them out. At any point you can try and trick the students by, for example, saying "Teacher
says, hands on ears" while placing your hands on your shoulders. Anyone who puts their
hands on their shoulders is out of the game.

SPEAKING ;

Just a minute (JAM) -most effective and enjoyable exercise. A student is asked to pick up
a chit, read it for a minute or two and then speak for a minute. Students can help their
teachers prepare the chits based on their favourite topics, for example my favourite game,
my favourite toy, food I love to eat etc.

Jumble a set of pictures- (form two teams A and B) , give it to the two teams who have to
complete the story and narrate it.

Spin a yarn - group-wise a set of jumbled up newspaper headlines are given to the
student, one by one the children get up and read / say their connect to the previous account
thus completing a story.

Word association: Have the students sit in a circle. Start the game with a simple word and
ask the person to your left to say the first (English) word that comes to mind. Then, the
person to his or her left should say a word that begins with the last letter of the previous
word, e.g., word, donkey. Be sure to stop every so often to debrief and define any
mysterious words.

Describe an object: Before you begin you'll need to make small pieces of paper with the
names of a range of different objects written on them.

Split the class into teams and ask a student to choose easy, medium or hard. Give them
around 30 seconds to describe the object (only words, no actions) in front of their group
without naming it (while other teams stay quiet).

READING :
a) Forming sentences

Prepare flash cards indicating easy , simple and common words .Join these flash
cards to form sentences starting with - go there “ , and advancing to more number
of words.

Some idea of the phonetics especially the vowels will greatly help in reading.
b) Let's develop stories again

Place a chart with a small story written, on board. Ask children to read the story.
Now divide the class in groups of 5. Prepare activity cards with jumbled sentences
from story written on it. Distribute the cards in groups. Ask the students to
rearrange the sentences as per the story. The winner group is appreciated.
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4. WRITING :

a)

Sentence race
A good game for large classes and for reviewing vocabulary lessons.
Prepare a list of review vocabulary words.

Write each word on two small pieces of paper. That means writing the word twice,
once on each paper.

Organize the pieces like bundles, 2 bundles, 2 sets of identical words.
Divide the class into 2 teams. get them to make creative team names.

Distribute each list of words to both teams. every student on each team should have
a paper. Both teams have the same words.

When you call a word, 2 students should stand up, one from each team. The
students must then run to the blackboard and race to write a sentence using their
word.

The winner is the one with a correct and clearly written sentence.

This is always a hit with kids.

b)

Picture composition - main points of a story are given to the students .Put the
sequence of  the story in correct order. Children can draw whatever they like and
create a story.

Children can be asked to draw the picture in the form of a story.

Discuss within your group the outline of a story, group-wise a specific part is
written .An in charge puts together the different parts (written in different styles)
and edits it.

The story to have a title, name of author , characters, setting , problem and
solution. Once the story is written, design the front and the back cover.

Word lottery: Write simple Nouns and Verbs into little slips of paper and put them
into a bag. Invite each student to draw two words from the bag. Give them each a
minute to come up with a sentence that uses those two words, and makes sense.
Then invite each of them to share their sentence with the class.

Teacher as an Evaluator

One of the roles which a STC teacher must carry out effectively is as evaluator, to
monitor the progress of pupil's learning so as to ensure quality of education.
Usually, this requires teachers to determine the educational levels of pupils when
they first enter schooling, during the school year period and at the end of school
year. Therefore, assessment should be considered as a continuous and integral part
of the teaching process. Periodic assessment is often used for specific purposes,
such as determining if students have understood a particular topic which has just
been completed.
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It was stated however, that "positive cultural values can only result from favourable
teaching situations leading to successful learning".

The favourable teaching situations are:

° small learning groups,

° suitable teaching aids,

° appropriate methodology

° appropriately trained and prepared teachers.

As teachers we are aware that :

Young learners are only just starting their schooling. So, we have a clear opportunity to
mould the mind of the child and their expectations of life in school.

They tend to be keen and enthusiastic learners, without the inhatbitions which old learners
sometimes bring to their schooling.

Young learners need physical movement and activity as much as stimulation for their
thinking. They have a short attention span and have very little inhatbitions. They are
usually very spontaneous. So, therefore an activity approach in the form of games, songs
and drama is recommended.

It is claimed that children's language learning is more closely integrated with real
communication because it depends more on the immediate physical environment than adult
language, although old learners have great ability and experience when presented with
hypothetical learning situations etc. "So language should be related to their day to day life.

To summarise the points above, teaching English to Learners through an activity based task
involves:

Regular and lively practice.

Task based learning.

Focuses on Curiosity, Creativity and Collaboration.

Acquires knowledge and skills.

Is activity real and challenging?

Gives enjoyment and an element of fun.

Reflects the world around them.

Review learning [ 80% new knowledge is lost within 24 hours without the opportunity to
review |

On Multigrade Teaching

Multigrade teaching is not an attempt to compensate the paucity of teachers in a classroom

/school. It is a responsible technique adapted by a teacher to enhance the standard of education.

In this type of teaching, the teacher helps the students to grow and develop themselves in

their learning process. The teacher manipulates the content of the teaching units to cater to the
needs of the multigrade / level classroom within the stipulated time. He possesses the talent of
using the teaching learning materials effectively and successfully in the classroom situation.
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Multigrade teaching consists of different types of teaching approaches, curriculum, class structure
and different level of learning skills. A teacher must plan systematically and implement according
to his classroom conditions. Students belonging to different grades, with different levels of
learning experiences and with different types of skills come under the control of a single teacher in
a multigrade class room.

Therefore, the teacher explains the content of a lesson in such a manner that there exists a
joyful learning in the classroom among the learners who possess the multilevel of learning
abilities. The input of every child is to be identified. The needs, specialities, desires and the
behaviour are to be assessed to create a favourable classroom climate. Multigrade teaching is
almost teacher centered and so the responsibility of the teacher increases in setting up the apt
classroom situation. Research reports from many countries on 'Multigrade teaching' reveal that
teaching in a multigrade / level classroom is an ordinary situation for a motivated teacher with the
thorough knowledge of the subjects, different techniques and approaches of the classroom
management.
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